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being of all. Our prayers and our sympathies
are with the people of the United States at
this tragic time. We especially pray for the
families of those who have departed. May
God bring peace to these departed souls and
to their families.

We support you and we pray for the people
of America. God bless you and God bless
America.

Sincerely,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,

President,
Council of Khalistan.

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN CONDEMNS ATTACK ON
UNITED STATES

URGES SIKHS TO GIVE BLOOD

WASHINGTON, DC.—SEPTEMBER 12, 2001—
Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council of Khalistan, today condemned the
brutal attack on the United States that oc-
curred yesterday.

‘‘On behalf of the 21-million strong Sikh
Nation and especially on behalf of more than
500,000 Sikh Americans, I would like to ex-
press our sadness and our sympathies to the
people of the United States for the terrible
attack on the United States yesterday and
for the loss of life it entails,’’ Dr. Aulakh
said.

‘‘I urge Sikh Americans to give blood and
to pray for the victims, for their families,
and for all those who are helping our country
and our communities in this time of need,’’
Dr. Aulakh said. ‘‘We must do our part as
American citizens,‘‘ he said. ‘‘We stand to-
gether as a nation.’’

‘‘Like all Americans and all decent people
everywhere, we condemn this brutal and
senseless attack. The Sikh religion recog-
nizes all the human race as one and we pray
for the well-being of all. Our prayers and our
sympathies are with the people of the United
States at this tragic time. We especially
pray for the families of those who have de-
parted.’’

‘‘This tragic event happened in the most
diverse city in the world,’’ Dr. Aulakh said.
‘‘There is hardly a national or ethnic group
that has not been touched directly by this
tragedy. Our sympathies are extended to
those who have been touched personally,’’ he
said. ‘‘Violence against innocent people of
any religion or ethnicity is unacceptable. It
must be ended.’’

Unfortunately, some people have engaged
in violence against Sikhs in the wake of the
bombings yesterday. A couple of young
Sikhs were attacked in Brooklyn. Sikh busi-
nesses have been stoned and cars have been
burned. A Sikh boy was even shot in New
York.

‘‘Today we all stand together as Ameri-
cans, regardless of race, religion, or eth-
nicity,’’ he said. ‘‘We must not accept ter-
rorism. We must unite against this evil,’’ he
said. ‘‘We must work to bring all Americans
together to defeat this brutal enemy.’’

f

CONDEMNING BIGOTRY AND VIO-
LENCE AGAINST ARAB-AMERI-
CANS, AMERICAN MUSLIMS, AND
AMERICANS FROM SOUTH ASIA

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2001

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
today, I speak in support of House Concurrent
Resolution 227, condemning bigotry and vio-
lence against Arab-Americans, American Mus-
lims, and Americans from South Asia in the

wake of the terrorist attacks in New York City,
New York, and Washington, D.C., on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Our nation suffered a horrendous tragedy
on September 11, 2001. There is no question
that those responsible for this heinous act
must be brought to justice. However, we must
not further compound the tragedy by turning
against each other in our time of grief and
anger. Unfortunately, in the aftermath of the
recent attack, there have been reports of vio-
lence against Americans of Arab and South
Asian descent. This is nothing short of divi-
sive, and is unacceptable, unconscionable,
and un-American.

The Arab-American, South Asian-American,
and American Muslim communities are an in-
tegral part of the United States. The state of
Michigan itself has one of the largest Middle
Eastern communities outside of the Middle
East. Like all Americans, members of these
communities are outraged by the recent at-
tacks upon our nation. As law abiding and pa-
triotic citizens of our nation they do not de-
serve our rancor, but the dignity afforded to
every American.

Indeed, in the wake of the recent terrorists
attacks, the rights and liberties of all Ameri-
cans must continue to be respected and
upheld. We must relentlessly pursue those
guilty of this cowardly act, and refrain from
lashing out against the innocent. I fully support
the language of H. Con. Res. 227, which
stresses that throughout our search for the
perpetrators of the terrorists acts of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, our nation will continue to
adhere to the civil rights and civil liberties that
has made the United States the land of the
free.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Thursday, September 20, 2001

Mr. KIND Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 343,
unfortunately, due to an unavoidable weather
delay I missed today’s rollcall vote. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE MT.
OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
WORSHIP CENTER

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2001

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the
construction of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist
Worship Center in Houston, Texas. On Sun-
day, September 23, 2001, the congregation
will celebrate their centennial.

Under the direction of Pastor Willie James
Coleman, the theme for the celebration will be
Faith, Love, Patience, a Reality. The program
for the celebration will also include a nice trib-
ute to the late Professor Nathaniel Edward.
Professor Edward will always be remembered
for his commitment to the congregation and
his musical offerings. Each December Pro-
fessor Edward would direct the annual Can-
dlelight musical.

Pastor Willie James Coleman has been at
the helm of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Wor-
ship Center since 1974. His leadership has
seen the congregation through the past 27
years. Throughout his tenure the church has
undergone much renovation and expanded its
membership.

Mt. Olive also has several Deacons; John
Paul, William Derrick, Tommy E. Ford, Stacy
Brisco, Ed Edwards, Issac Johnson, John
McClellan, Charles Johnson, and Walter Jef-
ferson. The spiritual leadership at Mt. Olive
serves as a beacon in the Third Ward commu-
nity. With such programs as Feed the Hungry
and the Annual back to School Clothing Drive,
the congregation’s sense of community activ-
ism and outreach provides an ideal model of
service to the city of Houston. Their dedication
to the community and commitment to their
neighbors sets them apart as the spark that
keeps faith aglow.

In closing Mr. Speaker, I want to again rec-
ognize the 100th Anniversary of the construc-
tion of Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Worship
Center and offer my sincerest wishes for a
successful celebration.
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2001 EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR RE-
COVERY FROM AND RESPONSE
TO TERRORIST ATTACKS ON THE
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank Chairman YOUNG and Ranking
Member OBEY for their leadership today. Con-
gress has taken swift action to respond to the
critical needs of our Nation stemming from the
terrorist attack.

This emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for $40 billion in disaster relief and in-
creased security means so much to this Na-
tion and to the great city of New York. The
support for domestic and humanitarian assist-
ance is a vital and important first step on our
Nation’s long road of recovery.

The emergency supplemental package pro-
vides $40 billion both to fund rescue oper-
ations and a military response to Tuesday’s
terrorist attacks in New York and Virginia.

I am especially pleased that the supple-
mental targets funding to New York. To return
lower Manhattan to its former state, New York
will need this funding and much more support
in the future.

Today is the first time I have been back to
Washington since the attacks. I can tell you
that I have never been so moved by the ac-
tions of everyday people.

Walking through New York City I can tell
you that the pain is very deep and very real
but so is the resolve to rebuild and not give in
to terror.

I have held the relatives of the missing as
they sob for their loved ones while they pro-
claim in the same breath that they have never
been so proud of New York City and America.

I have witnessed ashen-faced firefighters,
as they move uptown after working at ground
zero, applauded and embraced by total
strangers as if returning from battle.
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New Yorkers will come back. Today I thank

all of my colleague and all Americans for this
legislation and for helping get the City on its
way.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. WILTON ‘‘CURLY’’
COLLIER

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2001

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the extraordinary service and dedi-
cation of Mr. Wilton ‘‘Curly’’ Collier of Alpine,
California, who will be honored by his commu-
nity this Saturday, September 22, 2001. Curly
was born in Vernon, Texas on April 19, 1921.
His family moved to Colorado where he at-
tended high school before moving to California
to enroll at the University of California, Los
Angeles. In his professional life, Curly began
his career as a parts manager and retired 30
yeas later as a sales manager in Alpine.

Curly joined the International Kiwanis Club
with the sponsorship of fellow Alpine resident
Bob Wilson on October 6, 1967. In the
Kiwanis, Curly spent his time volunteering for
the many activities and fund-raisers the
Kiwanis sponsor, including the Worldwide
Service Project, disaster-relief efforts, world-
wide charities, and the Kiwanis family youth
programs.

Curly became the president of the Alpine
Kiwanis Club in 1970 and he used this posi-
tion to help raise money to purchase radio
equipment for the Alpine Fire Station. He was
also responsible for a 346% membership in-
crease at the Alpine Chapter, which went from
15 to 52 members in just his first year of of-
fice. In recognition of his outstanding efforts
and achievements, he was elected to the of-
fice of Lt. Governor of Kiwanis Division 31 in
1976.

In 1985, Curly started the Endowment Fund
for Children’s Hospitals and the Miracle Mile of
Quarters Project. In the first year of its exist-
ence, the Miracle Mile of Quarters Project
raised and donated $56 to the Children’s Hos-
pital. Last year, the project awarded the hos-
pital’s single largest donation of $42,500.

During his tenure as a member of the
Kiwanis Club, Curly has not only held high-
ranking offices, but has been the recipient of
many awards, including the Kiwanian of the
Year in 1987 and the distinguished Hexson
Award in 1996. This award was established by
the Kiwanis International Foundation in honor
of the first Kiwanis International President,
George F. Hexson. The recipients are honored
each year during a special reception at the
Kiwanis International and District Conventions
and are listed in the annual publication of the
Kiwanis Honors Booklet, as well as on a per-
manent donor recognition electronic accolade
at the Kiwanis International Office.

In 1998, Curly received the Tablet of Honor,
the most prestigious honor available from the
Kiwanis International Foundation. This award
is given to recipients on behalf of individuals,
Kiwanis Clubs, corporations, or organizations
to honor their accomplishments and recognize
their service. Besides the prestige that comes
with the award, recipients are pleased to know
that contributions made in their names are
helping the Kiwanis organization provide as-

sistance to children around the world. Each re-
cipient has their name added to the Tablet of
Honor accolade in the lobby of the Inter-
national Office in Indianapolis, IN, and all are
honored at a special Kiwanis reception at
each year’s international convention.

Mr. Speaker, Curly is a symbol of commit-
ment and dedication to his fellow citizens and
community. He has dedicated his life to help-
ing the Kiwanis serve both his community and
children across the world. Today, let us all
honor and thank Curly for his remarkable con-
tributions and for serving as an example of
placing others before yourself.
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HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
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HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to a dedicated citizen and long-time
employee of the Quad Cities Development
Group of Rock Island, Illinois—Ms. Helen
Brandt.

The Quad Cities Development Group, an
umbrella organization for economic develop-
ment for the major cities in my district, has
been the catalyst for attracting over 14,000
new jobs and over $1 billion in new invest-
ment in the Quad Cities in the last 10 years.
But an organization is only as good and only
as effective as the men and women who give
it its energy and life, and Helen Brandt has
certainly been a dynamic force for enhancing
the quality of life in the Quad Cities.

For the past nine years, Helen has been a
Project Manager for the Quad Cities Develop-
ment Group. Helen worked on many of the
successful projects that brought jobs and in-
vestment to the Quad Cities area including or-
ganizing marketing efforts for business clients
around the John Deere Classic golf tour-
nament. Helen also led the successful visits
by the Quad City community leaders on their
annual visit to Washington, DC, to present re-
gional issues to legislative leaders and Fed-
eral officials.

Prior to Helen’s work with the Quad Cities
Development Group, she served as the Exec-
utive Vice President of the Northern Illinois In-
dustrial Development Corporation, and before
that worked in the telephone industry for 25
years. Helen is one of those rare persons who
can successfully accomplish all these work-re-
lated tasks while still finding time to volunteer
in many professional and community groups.

Helen will be missed by all her friends at the
Quad Cities Development Group, but she
plans to have an active retirement in the Mo-
line area, so I am sure her community volun-
teer efforts will continue. I would like to wish
Helen, her two children and five grandchildren
continued success in her retirement.

TRIBUTE TO JESUS ‘‘JESSE’’ SAL-
VADOR VARGAS AND ROBERT
‘‘BOBBY’’ A. HILL

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 20, 2001

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to honor two dedicated citizens
of Indiana’s First Congressional District on the
occasion of their retirement from the Inland
Steel Company of East Chicago, Indiana.
Jesus ‘‘Jesse’’ Salvador Vargas and Robert
‘‘Bobby’’ A. Hill, both longtime members of
Local Union 1010 of the United Steelworkers
of America, will be honored at a Retirement
Party to be held on Friday, September 21,
2001 at American Legion Post 369 in East
Chicago.

A native of Monterrey, Mexico, Jesse
Vargas has been employed in the Transpor-
tation Department at Inland Steel since 1965.
During that time, Mr. Vargas has been ex-
tremely active in Local Union 1010. He has
held many appointed positions, including serv-
ing on both the Sports and Community Serv-
ice committees. Mr. Vargas has also been
elected Safety Man for the Transportation De-
partment, and has been selected to represent
Local 1010 at many United Steelworkers of
America International Conventions. Through-
out his career, he has shown his dedication to
his Union Brothers and Sisters by traveling
across the nation to assist them in strikes,
lockouts, and organizing drives. Now retiring
with his wife, Rubia, after a 36-year career,
Mr. Vargas serves as an outstanding example
of the dedicated Union craftsmen and laborers
that built our nation.

Bobby Hill, an employee of Inland Steel and
member of Local Union 1010 for 43 years, has
provided exemplary service and leadership to
both his employer and his union. Hailing from
Haysi, Virginia, Mr. Hill grew up the youngest
of nine children. Since 1958, he worked as a
Switchman, Conductor, and Engineer at the
Indiana Harbor Works. Mr. Hill has also
served diligently in numerous elected positions
at Local 1010, including Safety Steward for
the Transportation Department, Guide, Trust-
ee, and Head Trustee. As a member of the
Community Service committee, Mr. Hill volun-
teered his services across the Calumet Re-
gion. Like Jesse Vargas, Mr. Hill traveled
across the country to assist his brethren in
strikes, lockouts, and organizing drives. Bobby
Hill will be greatly missed by his colleagues at
Inland Steel and Local 1010 as he retires with
his wife, Mary Ann.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join with me today in thanking these
two men for their lifetime of service, and in
wishing them well in their retirement. Bobby
Hill and Jesse Vargas have given many hours
of their precious time in service of their Union
brethren. The sacrifices made by dedicated
workers like Mr. Hill and Mr. Vargas have
made American labor the safest, most effi-
cient, and most quality-driven labor force in
the world. I wish them both a long, healthy,
and happy retirement.
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